Criginally the eleetion
symbol of the Congiess
wasa palr al hullorios
This mons cariaen
depicts the changes
within the Congress
leading to-a hesid

o eonfrmniation in

the 2ndd year afier
independdnce.
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In Chaptar Two we read about the emergence of the Cangress
systam' This sysiem was first challenged during the 19683 A palitical
campatition became more intense. the Cangress found it difficult to
retain lis dominancae |l faced challengsas from the oppesition that was
mare pewarful and less divided than before The Congrass alse facad
challenges fram within as the parly could no longer accommodate all
kinds of differences In this chaplar we pick the story from where we left
it in Chapter Twe, in arder o

= understand how the political transition 1ook place after Nehru,

« describe how the apposition unity and the Congrass split posed a
challengs to Congress dominance.

explain how a new Congress led by Indira Gandhi overcame these
chailenges, and

analyse how new policiss and idecldgies facilitated the restoration
of the Congrass systam,



CHAPTER [}

CHALLENGES TO AND
RESTORATION OF THE
CONGRESS SYSTEM

Cﬁaﬂmfe c?-’ Polutical Succession

Prire Minister Joawaharkal Nebro passced away i May 1864, He
fad been unwell lor mope than a yeur. This had generated @ ot of
spevidafion aboul 1he msoal questivs ol syeeession: aller Nebn
who? Bul m a newly indvpendent country like India, this silustion
Eave Tisc o @ mopy strioos questiones afler Nehime, whianl?

The scennd question arose from the serious doubts that many
oulsiders hoad aboul whether Indis's demoeratic cxperimient  will
survive aller Nchn It was [cared that like so many other newly
indopindend coundrics, Indin oo woulid ntl be able to manage a
demporalie sucression. A lnfhure (o do 50, L was foamed. coold lead
o a palitica! ole for the army. Besides. thore were doabis if the now
Ieadership would he able to handle the multiple erises that awslicd
@ solutlon. The 19605 were nbelled as the "dangerous deeade” when
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74 Polétscs e India since indspendsnce

anresolverd probloms ke poverty, inequality, communnal and resgonal
divisipns cie. conld lead 1o fnilure of the democrstice project or cven
the disiniegration of the country,

From Nehru to Shastri

Thi case with which (he suceession uller Nebiru took place proved all
the erides wrong., When Nehiro passed awav. K. Kamrea) the presiderni)
al the Congress parly consulted parly leadersand Congress menibers
ol Purliarient and found that there was o consénsus in fuvour of Lal
Babadur Shasiri. He was opunimously chosen as the leader: of the
Cotigress parliomentary garty and thus  beeame (e country's next
Pristic Mimister.  Shasirt was o non-controversial leadess [rom Dsre
Pradesh who Tud Deen a Minister i Nehea's cabinet locmany veass,
Nehro had come to depend o lol on him 1 his last vear. He was
known for his simpliviy arud his congmitment o principles. Earlier
Tat hused resigned from the position of Ruilway Minisier aceepting mioral
responsibility lor o major rathway occident.

Shasiri wus the couln's Prime Minister rom 1864 10 1966
During Shasiri's briel Prinic Ministership, the country [eed Lwo
major challenges. Wiile India was stll réeovering from thi econone
implivattons of the war with Chinie, failed monsoons. deought and
serivus food erists presented o grave ehallenge. As discussed i the
provious clapler. (he country diso’ fmced o war with Pakistan in
1865, Shastr’s unows slogan Jul Jawin Jal Kisan'. svmbaolised the
couslry’s resolve Lo e both these challenges.

Shasiri's Prime Minispership coamie o an abrapl end oo 10 Janoary
1966, wiicn he suddenly expired i Tashkent then i USSR and
currenily the dupial o Usbekistan. He was there o discuss and sign
angrecnienl with Muhoririned Avab Khon, the then President ol
Padeistan, wo el the war.

From Shastri to Indira Gandhi

il qu in spize Euﬁ thie ':‘.m#“_'i""' J.'ftl:'l_'ﬂ the chall :114;L'+ui' [_::llll_igu_} gl_!gu-mk.:.n Iur 'ﬂ:u_:
] _ corpdl e by bweo vesars THis LWine Lhere was g fnlense gosnipetidor)
of sl forcbodings Rad bpem. 1o Marnl Desal und Indisn'Gandhl] Motarjl Desal hid cirlier
masmed wick more dispatthy o] as Chief Minister of Bombay slate (today's Maharashirg and
AL MR BT LRy, Cujdrol] and dlso us o Minjster wl the cenlre. Indira Gandhi, the
thatn a the wati Friie doughier of Jawaharlal Neliru, had been Congress President in the

mmrqf"? pasl anad id also been Unjon Minisier lor ]tl.l‘nnll.ul..liul'l 1y Lhe Spuﬂﬂ

cabiffyer. This Wine the seplor leaders i b perety declded U Bock
Indid Gondhi, bul the decision was 3ol unonimous.  The cofilest
wis Fisolved Lthrough o seerel bollol smonig Congress MPs,  Indira
Eddorial o The SIS0 Gl defeated Morarjt Desil by securtng the support of more (hs
retiEpart e poities) Lwo-thirds ol the puriy’s MPs. A peaciclul Cransitlon ol power, despile
sipwe=sion dller Netrn intense vompetition [or lendership, was seéen us o sion’ ol tidlurdly of

etih 1= strce=aain drams S .
I Hirald Miestiiian m India’s democracy,

siess
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o took some toe belore the new Prime Ministercould selle down.
While Indira Guandhi had béen polilically active for very long, she hoad
scerved as o minister under Lal Bahadur Shast el only lor & short period.
The sentor Congress leaders may have supporied Indira Gandhi o the
beliel that her administmutbve and political Incxperience would compel
her o be dependemt on them lor suppont. and duldance.  Within o
yvear of becoming Prime Minister, Indita Gandhi had to lead the puariy
ina Lok Sabha eleetion. Around this Uine, the coonomibe siluallon in
the couniry had huriher deterioraied, adding (o her problems. Facod
with these dilfleulties, she scl.oul W gain contmol over the party and
to dempnsirate her leadership shills,
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Fourth General FlecFions, 1967

Thi year | B67 s considered a landmark year in Indin’s political aned
clrcioml history. In Chapler Two you read about how the Congress
parky. was the dominant politital foree throughoul the country Irom
1952 opwards. This tyend wits 1o undendo siipdhean) changes with

the 1997 clecjons

Context of the elections

o the veurs eadind up o the urlh gonea] clections, the coantn
witnessed major. chunges, Two Pome Momgsiers bad dicd o queck

sucression, urdd (e oew, Prose Mintster, who was being seen @s a
poditica] soviee. Hod been in office Ior less Whan g year, Yoo will reeadl
fnan the disvsssion i Chapler Thyee and is the provious sectinn of
this chapler thal the peood was moaghl with @rave cconomee criss

rewling? i syeeessive Gilure of oanesoons. widesprossd droaghil,

g
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decline in mgriculiural prodoction,
siripos (ool shortage, dogiction of
foroign oxchamie reserves; drop in
industrinl  produoction  and  expons,
comibined  with @ shorp rise in
mitilary  expenditore and  diversion
of resgurtes  from planming gl
ceanomiyr development.  Ooe of the
first decidions of the ndive Gondhi
govornmenl was o devaloaie the
Incism rapee. ungdor whol was secn 1o
b gressore [mon the 1% Eaclior ane
LS dollur could be porchased lor less
than Rs 3 alier devalusion i cosi
nuwe than Bs, 7

The eeaonomic silustion Lrigoered
ol jrise rise. Peoplesiarted prolestng
agninst the incroese D prices of
csaentinl commoedities, {ood scarcity,
growing ponomplevmen! and  phe
ovordll  econonmae emuliten B the
couniry, Bandbs angd hortals were
called frequently aoross the coaniry
Thi govirmmemil Siw (e prolests as

i low and order problom gnd ool as
cpressions ol peaple's prahiems. This

further incresscd  public bitterness
arnd reinlorced popilor unrese,

The vcommmaomsl aod  socbiiis)
partivs lsunched  siroggles  for
greater, coguality. Yo will read in the
pexl chapler. gboul how & grosp of
eompnunisls whe scparated om the
Comumurist Party ol Imdho  (Marxesi)
(o form the Commnpst Parly ol fadia
[Mamast-Lommnist) od ammed agmoan
strzggles  arl  orgamsed | ponsant
witations: This period also wilnessed
some of the wors! HipdiesMuoslim dols
simee [ndopendoreg,

on-Congressism

This siluaton  coulkd =#ol Tave
romained (salated Irm parly polities
il the coumiry. Oppusilion parties
werl il the lormlront ol orgonksing
ol prolesis and pressarisiog -The

e Swalsnira party.

Election tn a Rﬂjmhm Vpl{;ga

This'Is a story about 1967
gssembly slections. In
the Choru constituency,
the main parties in the
fray were Congress ard

Bot village Devisar had
Its ownm local political
dynanics and it got mixad
up with the compeliion
betwesn the two pariies
Sher - Sitigh, tradinonally
dominated village polties,
but araduslly his nephaw,
Bhim Smah was emarging
gs lhe more populsr
leader afid rivél. Though both were Rajputs, Bhim
Sirigh cullivated the support of many. non-Rajplits
the village by attending to thelr requirements after
becoming the panchayal Pradhan. So_ hestrick a rew
equatiot—tha alliance of Rajputs and non-Rajputs

He proved o be rmore adepl in bullding alllances
across the village by supportiria candidates In othar
villages fopthe posis of village Pradhan Infacl he tok
an inibative and 1ock a delsgaton o the State Chiel
Minister and Congress leader Mohan Lal Sukhadia
for pressing the rame of one of his friends from a
nearbly vilage as Congress candidale i the Assembly
election. When Sukhadia convinced himi of some other
namie, Bhurt Smah, in Wwm, convinced many othefs
that they should work for the party candidata Bhim
Sirighi knew that il the parly catididate won from this
constituency. that candidats would become a minister
ani thus. he would have direct contacts with & minister
for the first time!

Sher Singh had no aption but to work for the Swatantra
candidate, who was g jagirdar. He kepl telling peopla
that the jagirdar would help build the village school and
uaae his resources for the developmant of tha locality.
At lezst in Devisar village the Assembly 2lection had
turned into a factional Aght between uncle and nephew.

Besed on Anand Chasravert, A Village in Choms
Assembly Canstiuency in Rajasthan.

porie] B
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‘ ‘ government, Parties apposed 1o
im Irdie, ar the Congress realised  thar the
presane frands coniins. division of their voles kept (he
wealntenanice o an oridered Congress in-power. Thus partics
gy R S e
2o slip but of vaach of un PN ot A
Lo ond ideolsgy @l egether o
i ibdoiseis el pioied form  andi-Congross. fronis  in
frvernmand and the army stne stoles and  entored  inlo
witd ke andy alternative elecioral adfustmonis of sharing
m,?’m seats inothers. They felt thot the
wnad ovder.._the groat mexpericnee of Indira Gondhi
UL\ Congress, prenad
Indin Wilfife 4 dtwiscribic T vl "M
S an apportgniy 1o twpple
Jroveibork kas falisd the Congress.  The socialist
leader Ram  Manohar  Lohin
gave this  stralegy  the nome
I _ ol mnon-Congressism's He also
Hhi",:uu: ;[::::;Ltm produced a theoretival argument
Bertera e fox avtfisd in 1ts defenoe: Congross mile was
putsliabeed iy the Ldidon ondemoeratic and opposed 1o (he
Thtries, 1967 interests of ardinary poor prople:

therelore, the caming 1ogether:
ol the non-Congress —parties
wos . megessary for reelanming
demoeraev Tar the people,

Electoral verdict

U was in this context ol heightened populur
discontent and the polarisation of potilical forves
iyt thie fourts general electinns 10 the Lok Sabha
anl State Assemblics were hold in Febnwary 1967
The Congress was fscing the eleclorale for the Ut
U withowt Nehrw,

The resulls jolled the Congress al bath (he
nallone] aml slote Jevels, Many  contemporary
politten] phiservitrs deseribied (the election resulls as
u ‘politicn] earthyunkc . The Congress did munige
o gel o majorlly In (e Lok Sdbha, but willy iis
lowest Lully of 3eals und share of voles sinee 1952,
Hall the ministers in Inding Gandhi's clibingl were
delouled. The paliticd]l stalwarts who lost in (i
constilueneics Ineloded ' Ramuarh) in Tamil  Naodi,
S5.K: Putll in Mahoreshing, Atdlve Ghesh in West
Bengal and K. B, Suhay (n Bihar,




Challenges 20 and Ratoradion ;.'r_'f tHe Conqgrass Systemt 79
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The drumatle oatume ol e political change would be mnne
apparent o you al Lthe Stule level. The Congress losl majority in as
ey a8 seven States, o two olther States defestings provented o
frae Jorming  govermment. These nine Stales where Lhe Confresss
st power were spread across Lhe country — Punjab, Harvana, Uil
Prisdesh, Madhyas Prudesh, Biluar, West Bengal, Orasa, Madms and
Kerala. In Madras State now cilled Tami! Nadu), a reglomal party —
the Dravidks Munnetsy Kaghagam [DME) - came Lo power by securing
a clear majorily.  The DMK won power aller having lod a massive
anti-Hind! agitation by studenis against the eentre on the issue of
tmposition ol Hindl as the olllcial language. This was the st time any
non-Congress parly had secured a majorily of its own in sny State. In
the olber efghl States, coalition Soverronents eonsising ol dillerent
non-Congress parties wore [omed. A populier saving wied thal one
colld take @ train from Delld (o Howrah and nol pass Lhrough o
single Congress ruled Stale. I wis o strange fecling for thisse who
were used Lo seeing the Congress in power. S0, was the domination
ol thie Congress over?

Coalitions

The clections of 1967 bought inlo pitture the phenomonon of
conlitlons. Since no single party had got majority, various non-
Congress parties cadne together o formd joint kegisintive partics {called
Samyukl Vidhavak Dal in Hindi) that supporicd nop-Congress
govermmmenls, That' s why these governiments caine o he deseribed
as SVD govcrnmicnts, Inanost of these cases the coalitinon pariners
were deolpgically incongruent. The SVD government in Bihar, lor
instarice, nchaded the (wo soclalist partics — S5Pand the PSP - along
with the CPI on the Iel and Jane Sangh on the right. In Punjab it
was called the Popular Pnjted Frool” and comprisad the two rival
Akill partics atthal Hime — Sanl group and the Master gmoup - with
both the communist pariis — the CPlhand the CPIM), the SSP, the
Republican Barly and the Bhamtiva Jana Sangh,

Crefil Kty

A curfieidistrs rewding of Chatan Siot’s ativapt (0 Dbl i Vinied Foil of fion, coainudiisg
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Defection

Another iniportunt lealure ol the politles aller e 1967 eledUon vas (e
role plaved by delections i e moking and unmoking of govermmerils
i ithe Stales, Deltelion mcans af elicied ropresentulive leaves e
plrty an whose syl he /4lie was electod dnd jojris another picly.
Mer the 1867 genceral eledtion, the Bboeokaway Congress Teglslators
pliaved wi fmportant mole in fokta]lng pon: Congress governnwenls ' in
Ihree Slates - Harvanoa, Madhva Pradesti and Uller Pradesli.  The
constatil reallgnricrils and shilting polilical lovalles (n this period

fave rise W the exprossion’ Ay Ram, Cova Ram'.

The story of ‘Aya Ram, Gaya Ram’

The expression ‘aya ram. gaya ram’ became
popular in the palitical vecabutary in Indie
to describe the prectice of frequent fioor-
crossing by legislators  Lierally translated the
terms meant, Ham came and Ram went The
expression prigmated in -an amamng feat of

b o
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fioar erossmg schieved by Gaya Lal an MLA in - b }"é‘
Haryana, in 1967 He changed his party thriesin

a fortnight, fram Cengress to United Front, back to'
Congress and then within nine hours to United Frantagain! It issaid that when Gaya Lal declsred
his intention 1o quit the Uinited Front and foin tha Congress, the Congress leader, Rao Birendra
Singh brought him {0 Chandigarh press and declared "Gaya Ram was now Aya Ham™

Gaya Lal's feat was immorialised n the phrase "Aya Ham, Gaya Ram” which became the subject
of nemerous jokes and cartoons, Later the Constitution was amended to prevent defections

v f u.l!...ll.“.ﬂ TN AR LR l:.iw."..'..i.:l..._!i
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split in the Congress e
We saw Lt aller the 1957 elections, the
Congress retained poswer al the Centine bul with
a reduced majorily and Jost power In ooy
States, More tnpostantly, the results proved aal
the Congress coulld be defeated e the eleclions.
Bt there was no substilote as yel. Mosl non-
Congress coulitlon ghvernmenits o the Stes did
nol survive for lahg. They lost majority, and clther
new combinablons were formed or President's
rule had to be imposed.

Indira vs. the ‘Syndicate’

The real challenpe o Indine Gandhl cane pnot
from the oppesiton bol from within her own

-..-..-.l.“i.-l..l.‘..l.-l.l..‘.l.‘.l.l‘...‘.‘
- -1 T X T | i 1Lt



party, She had o deal with
Mg:! the ‘syndicaw’. & group of
= I'-&W' powertal  and  inflecntial
vl iers Uiy eaders  from within | the
Abe Wb mikersl | Congress,  The Syndicale
e crnke [Moaght  hod plaved o mile in the
JLHippenol oy instaliation of Indim Gandhi os the Pringe Minister by
ensoring hercleetion as the leader of the parfimentary
fo N\ party, These leadors cxpected Indirs Gonedhi 1o follow
their  advise.  Gradunily,  bowover, Indim  Gondhi
atlgmpied 1o assert her positinn within the government
sl the parly. She chose bor trusted group of advisers
from owside the party. Slowly and carefully,
she sidelined the Syndicaie,

Instirn Gandhi thos foced two challenges:
Sheneeded to build berindepondenee from Uie
Syndicaie. She also needed 1o work towirds
regaiming the groond thot the Congress bid
lost in the 1867 eloctions: fdire Gandbd
adopred g vory bold strategy. She converiod
w simple power siruggle inlo an ideologicud
struggle. She lomunehed a series of intbntives
give the govermment policy & Lelt orontation:
She got the Congress Working Commitiee jo
adapt a Ten Point Programme in May 1867,
This progrumme included  social cantrol of
banks: nationalisstion of Gomera] Insoranee,
ceiling en wrban  property  and  meomes,
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B R e e B

paiblic distobubinon ol ood gradns, lood relorms aod
provision of hoose sites o e roead oo, While the
Syndfesto” leaders formally approverd this Lellwing
propramime, ey had sormoos resorvalions abool
Thie S,

Presidential election, 1969

The [Hettonag] devalry Between the Sysdicate amd
Indira CGooadlil carme e open i 1968, Following
Dresidenl Zakir Husssins  death. e post ool
Presideni ol e Tadika Rl vacant Mol yveias. Desplie
Mrs Gundhi's reservitions e svindbeile” musiaged
o pomhinole her long Ume vpponent and Lhied
spiaker ol e Lok Sabilin, N, Sarjeeva Reddy. i
the ollicid] Congress chndidite Tor the dnsaging
residenual clections. Tndirg Gaedhl netaliated by
cocourading e dwes Vice-President, V.V, Gird. Lo
fle lis nomination o5 an iIndependoenl eomididate,
Shic dlso whnoumced several By wnd populias: policy
firasures like the nauoraisation ol lourteen leadime
orivale umhs and the abolitlon ol e "prive purse]
or the special privileges given Lo formier girinecs.
Morarji Desal was the Depuly Prime Ministor wod

M B P N il il B W i R
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“Ihe Lel Hook™ was pubbishe] afier the vigpoey of VA Ging (the (boxer winh  the. garland]
uvir thie nombiver ol the Syailistes, represenied bere Ty Njallidmppa (o s Knees).
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Finance Ministor: On both the above issocs scerious dilleronces
emorged between hime and the Prime Mindisier resulting in Desai
leaving the government.

Congress had seen dillervnees of this kind o the past. B

che trigady chas srevtades this e both the parties wanied o showdown which toox pliace
dewecracy when £ ey during the Presidentinl clections,  The then Congress Prosident
wirke has rivem o pomer on. S- Nijalingappa ssoed o 'whip' asking all the Congress MPs and MLAs
the comt of & pepuular ware o vole in fovoor of Sarjeeve Reddy, (he ollicial candidate of the pary.
o oih the - o a Supporters of budim Gandhi requisitioncd o special meeting of the
i f ' AICC (that s why 1this faction coome 10 be known as requisitionisis’]
mmlﬂw b this was-tefused. Aller silently supporting V.V, Gird, 1the Prime
M‘mf Minister oprndy catled for o ‘conscience vouwe which meant that the
priitical warcizeim MPsand MLEAs from the Congress-should be free 1o vole the way they
el 53 dpped onc Byt wanl. The election oltimately resadted i the victory of V.V, Birg, the
cofsrte of wnrcrnpuilons indeprndent canstidoie; amd the defeat of Sanjeeva Reddy, te officisl
‘.‘*‘M"— Congress condideio,
,, The defeal of the olficial Congress candidste Jonmalised the spliy
- in the parly: The Congress President expelied, (he Prime Minister
S Nijalingappu froms the parly; she claimed thist her growp was the roal Congress. By

Letter I Indbea Giatsedlid

Novemiber 1969, the Congress group led by e syodicale’ cume Lo be
el her from’ fhe = -

refermed (o s Vhe Conghress |Onganisulion) und the group led by Indima

L1V, 1 Sovemt
III:m!‘: ! T Ganddhil vame (o beealied the Congress (Requasiliomisis),  These Dwo
partics wiere wlso deserthed as Old Cosgross amd New Congress, Indira
Gandhi pmjeeted the sphil asem deological divide between socalisis
sl constrvatives, hetwoon e PrO=THMEE and Ve pro-tich
Abolition of Privy Purse

in Chapter One you have read about tha mtagration of the Princely-States This integration was
preceded by an assurance that after the dissolution of princely e the then ruters familiss
would be-allowsd to retain cerfain private proparly.-and given:a grant in heredity or govamment
allowance. measursd on the bass of the extent, revenus and potential of the merging stats.
This grant was called the privy purse. At the ims of accession. there was little criticism of these
privileges sinca integration and consolidation was the primary aim.

Yet, hateditary privileges ware not consonent with the principles of 2aquality and social end ecenomic
justice laid down i the Constitution of India Nehr: had expressed his dissatisfaction over the
matter time and again, Following the 1957 elections; Indira Gandhi supportad the demand that the
govermment should ebolish privy purses. Mararfi Desal, howsver, called the mave morally wrong
and ameunting to a breach of falth with the princes’

The govemment tried to bring 8 Constitutional amendment in 1970, but it was not passed in Hajya
Zahha. It then issued an ordinance which was struck down by the Suprame Court. indira Gandhi
mads this into & major election ssue in 1971 and got a lot of public suppart. Following its massive
victory in the 1971 elaction, the Constitution was amengded to remove lagal obstacies for abolition

of ‘privy purse’,
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The 19771 Eleddion and Restoration g‘ Congress

The splil in (he Congresa redueed Indim Gandld Covernment (o o
minority. Yol ber gitvernoment continoed tnollice with (he issue-based
suppirt ol W lew olher partles including the Communist Party ol Thdia
umad the DME. Buritng Lhls period (he government made conseibims
uttempts (o project s sovialist eredentlnls, This was also g phase when
Indita Gundhi vigorousty ‘campalgned for implomenting the exising
land reform laws and underiook [urther lund celling legistalion, In
ortler (o end her dependence on olher politien] partics, strenithen
her party’s posttlon In the Pasllumint, ond seck o popular mandale
lor ber programmes, Indits Gandhi's govermment rocommenided the
dissplution of the Lok Sabhy in Deecmiber 1970, This was another
surpri=itye und bold pueve, The [Hh genetal election e Lok Saliha
were hoeld i Febirunry 1971, '

The contest

The electoral contest appearcd Lo be loaded against Condrisss|R).
Alter all. the now Congress was just ane faeton of an already weak
party. Everyone belivved Lhal the real orgarisational strength of the
Cangress party was under the cdinmand of Congress|0), To make
watlers worse for Indind Gandhi, all the major non-communist,
nun-Congress oppositon parties lomncd an electoral allianee known
a5 the Grand Alllance. The Samyvukla Sovialist Parly 1SSP). Praja
Stetialist Pany (PSP, Bharatlya Juns Sangh [BIS5), Swatantes
Party ISWA) and e Bharallya Krant! Dal [BKD) came logether
under this, umbrell The rullng parly had an alliance with the
Comunist Party ol Tudis (CP1).

Yoo the new Congresy hud something thal il big opponenis

Lehocd — I haad an lssue, an agendy and a pesitve slogan. The Grand

 Alwedfour  ajgee tid i), Have a colierent politieal programme. Indirm Gandhi
trsilic aflergving thie , s : y :

L Faiiribt AN, G sakd Ul the opposition alllanee had only one commuon programme:
wiill hove st poverty. Irelira Holao |Remove Indira). In contrast 1o this, she pul Jorward
arited! Wan the skgan. @ posiilve programme captured in the lamous slogan: Garthi Halao
 oply an e ting (Remove Poverty), She focused on the grawth ol the public secior,

st hnposition of ceiling on rural land holdings and urban properiy,
removial of disparities 1 Ineome and’ opportunity, and abolition
ol princely prvilegss, Through garild hateo Indire Gandhi tried o
Sencrile o support base among the dissdvaniaged, especially among
the landless bourers, Balils and Adivasis, minorilies, women and
the unemploved youth. The slogan ol garibi hatiwsand the programmis
thisl Jollowed 0 were parl of Indi Gandhi's politlesd stotegy of
bublding an independent natlonwilde palitical supporl base,
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Challenges to and Restoration of the Congrass Systent

The outcome and after

The msinlis ol the Lok Sabho electons ol 18571, were os driamialie
a5 wos the decision (0 hold Qiese glections. The Cobigress|R)-CPl
allian won moie seils wind voles Hian (B¢ Congriss hid ever won
i e Nl Jour generil elections, The combine woi 375 scals i Lok
Sablia avid secured 484 per denl voles. Indizn Gandhl's ' Coogress| R
wiorl 352 scals with dboul 44 per denl ol the popular voles on {1s own,
Conlrast s with 1w perforidiide of /T Condress{c]: He party
witli =0 many slalwarts conld gel less' hun onc-fourth of the voles
seeurtd by Indira Gandhl's party diud win meérely 16 scols. With Lhis

e Congress parly led Ty Idics Guindln csiablished (s cliafm Go b

e "red]l’ Congre=s did resiored Lo/ 1L e doinietsl posillog in Hdlan
politlés. The Grutad Alllance ol e oppbsiilon proved o grand Dsiluee.
Thelr combined lally ol seals wis less than 60
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mocnmitor e 1971 Lok Sabho el tioms,
o mujor politioal and milvery orisis broke
ol dn Eisl Pakiston (now Bomsladirst), As
vime: have gead i1 Chapler Fear, the 1897]
clections wers [ollowed Ty the ¢risis-in: East
Pokistan:famd the Dhdo-Pak war loading (o i
establishment ol Bangladesh, Thoso ovents
added to 1he popularaly of hulire Gonsthic
Even the opposition leaders  adbmired | hor
stalocsmansiyie,. Her party swepl throoith all
the State Asseribly clectons beld i THTE
She was stonnol ooy o8 the joroiector of
the poormd the anderprivileged, ol also a
stromg nationoiist (rader, The appesibion o
by cilbor withim the pany, or maside ol i1,
samply chic] ol totics:

With two surcessivie cleciion viclorics;
aiEe 21 1he centm and ortherat the Ste ol
tis ﬂtumlll i ol Ao Longrmss was restored
Th Cimgross wis niw' o pEower innimns) all
(e Slates, 11 was aiso paplar i ru--|i1||: renl socinl sections, Within
g s o] loor yvears, Indica Gorwd bl S warded ofl the chaliesnge o
her legdorship-fime o the dominasnt position of e Congress porly
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Restoration?

But dives 1L medn Tad Hie Congrees sysiem
wits restored? Whal! It 'Gondid T
done wis ol o révival ol the old Cotusircss
puriy. In many wavs she had re-siveniied
the plrty. The poarty occupled o simflar
posilion fn lers ol s populsrily ds in
e sl Buit 1 waks o ddllerent Kind of o
puriy. I pelled citively on the popiilarily
ol 1he sipreme ledder, T Tud 4 somoewlal
winle  organtsalionigl  sirdctire.  This
Congress poarty now did pot Towve g
fncllons thus I éould nol sceoninodsle
all kinds ol ppinions and interests. While
I wion eléctions, (U depenided more on
sote sodla] proups: e poor, D wortern,
Dalils, Adivasts and tlie mbidsrilles. This
wits 4w Comitmsas Lhod Joed  emetuoed.
Thus [ndirs Gandhl resiofed e Coblgress
svaiom by choanging e geldre of (he
Congress systicgin Iisell.

Deaplle belng more populae, Hie oew
Corigdress did ol liave e Kind of éipacily
L ab=orky all lensions and coalliers st
Lhie Congressavalom wias koowa lue, While
e Congress consolldaled ls posilion
and Dudieh Gandbhi assumed o posillon
of uwnpreeedented  politeal - anlliosy,

the spaces lor demoerile expression ol

neople's uspirilons oltolly shrank. The
ouoular unrest und mobilisaton around
iggues ol develppment d | ccenoiie
depeivitlion continued o prow. I e
aiexl elihpter you ' willrewd alswut ow 11is
ledl Lo o politicn] erisis il Hirentened
thie  vesy vorsti ol
demuckeraey by thie ‘cowsnkey.
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Vijay. a young police officer &
framed in faleg charges and zen!
in g whie fighlihg gangszizes
Ralog=ad from il Visy &
determinsd to taks ravenpe He
fights_all pdds and vanguishes
the villams Even whils he &=
engaged In iaking revengs Viay
i5 fighting the anti-social element
endaelsthe tact support ofmany
gitizrs from within the sveiem

Thie R portrayed the =nGsitn
ol moral values and the deep
frusicaiions: ansing from that
quita forcefully. 1t represents the
indifference o e s=lem and
Ine harsh and Yolosnlc sruplan
ol protest through the anaer of
Vilgy The fim sel the tread of
Wit was leter o be krown- a=
| “angry yeung man of e
cavanfes

Yegr 1072

Director Prakgsh Mehrg
Secresnplay. Salim Khen-Javed
Akntar

Cast Amitsbih Bachohan, Aji
Jaya Braduil. Fran
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1 Which of these statements about the 1967 sizclions fsfars corract?
(a8} Congrass won the Lok Sabhaalections but lost the Assembly
etactions in many states.
{b) Congrass |ost both Lok Sabha and Assambly elechons
(¢} Congrass lest majonty in the Lok Sabha but formes a coalition
governmant with the-sepport of some other parlies
{d) Congrass retaned power at the Centre with-an mcreased majority

2. Msztch the Tolowing.
{g] Syndicats
(b) Defection

(c) Slogari

(d) Ant-Congressesn

Whom would youlentify with the iu]iuwfng 1=Il:lga nsiphrasaﬂ
[5) Jai Jawan, Jal Kisan b T
(b) Indira Hataoll [ e

{e)] GarbiHBaisol .

4 Which ofthe Fn!l‘wﬂfgg statement about the Grand Alliance of 971 =
comect?
The Grand Alliance

~ {a) was formed by non-Comntunist non-Cangress paries
{b) hada clear political and Weviogical programme,
ic) was formed by all non-Conaress parties,

5  How should a political party resolve its internal differsnces? Here are
some suggeshions Think of each and list aut thelr advantages and
shortcomings
ib) Listen to the majonty growp
(8] Secret balict voling on avery lssue
(@) Consult the samor and expensncad lsaders of the party

EXERCISES

i

State which of these were reasons for the defeat of the Conagrass in
1967, Give reasons for your answer.
{a) The absence of a charsmahc leader in fhe Congress party

(b} Spiitwilhin the-Congress party.
{¢) Increased mobilisation of regional; sthnic and communal graups
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{d) Increasing unity among non-Congress parties:
{g) Intemal differencas wilhin the Cengress parly

1. What wers the factors which led o the populanty of Indira Gandhi's
Govemment in the sarly 19707

8 What does the term ‘sypdicaie’ mean in the context of tha Congress
party of the sixties? What role did the Syndicate play in the Congress

pariy?

§. Discuss the major issue which lad to the formal split of the Conaress
Party in 1969

10. Head the passage and anawer the guestions below
Indira Garmdh changed (e Congress inlo highly cemialised and

undemocratic parly organisation, from the earer federal, demotratic
and dealogies! farmation that Nehru had led.. But this . could nat
have happened had no! indira Gandhi changed the eniire natura of
pelis This niew, populist polifics lurned polities] adanfmj.- — into
a mere elecioral discourse. use of yanous sicgans nol meant lo be
translated into govemment policies. .. Dunng its great sleclors!
victonss in earfy 10708 ardst the cefebrafm the Congress pariv as &
political organisaton died . . — SuneTa Kavmal:
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